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Up-Coming Events
November Business Meeting
Friday, November 22, 2019, 7:30 PM at the Club Station. This will be a very full and busy evening.
Major agenda items will include the nomination of officers for 2020, Show and Tell and White
Elephant Sale. So please bring out your Show and Tell and stuff to sell! Raffle and refreshments will
be available.

December Christmas Party
Friday, December 13, 2019. Our final meeting of the year and Christmas Party will be held at
Aurelio's Pizzeria, 9901 W. Lincoln Highway, Frankfort, Illinois. Time, cost and menu can be found
elsewhere in this issue. Cost will include a raffle ticket and as always beer and wine will be available
at extra cost to you. You must RSVP to Trish at 708 828 8592 or email to
the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net. A short general meeting will be held to conduct the election of Officers
for 2020. All are welcome. Please find additional details elsewhere in this edition of The Oscillator.

From the Presidents Shack
Brian WD9HSY
I have informed the Board and the Club members at the last meeting in September, that due to some
LIFE changing events, I won’t be looking at re-election as your Club President….. Let me explain. My
health has taken a little bit of a down turn thanks to a heart problem that has gotten a little worse this
past year. (Don’t worry the drugs work real fine – hi hi) I need to shake off some more weight too
which is a never ending battle (it’s easier to do CW at 25 wpm than to loose 20 lbs – hi hi) I also am
the main transportation service to preschool and school for the 3 grandkids and Betsy and me now
have my 91 year old father-in-law (who is moving kind of slow) living with us. So much for the 8-10
hours of free time I had every day when there were no grandkids, mom was still working and grandpa
was doing fine down South. This may sound strange but the quietest room in the house is down in
the Radio Shack! I find myself hiding down there! Anyway that’s life, but the heart stuff is the real
bottom line issue….. Anyway it’s been a slice; I will still be around, heckling from the back of the room
at meetings! 73, Brian

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Officers, Board Members, & Committee Heads for 2019
Brian J. Bedoe, WD9HSY Club President
Oscillator Editor,
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815.370.1383

Matt Schumann, N9OTL VP, Chair. of Board 708.423.7066
Trish Jaggard, N9WDG
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Mac Kirkpatrick, WA9CYL Board Member
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John Krueger, N9DWE
Board Member
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Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All
articles may be reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate
their newsletter. Some Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio,
QRZ.COM, Eham, and Other Amateur Radio Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 4th Friday of each month 7:30 pm at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall,
170th and Holmes. All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Club Hangouts:
The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R & 146.49 Simplex 442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant
Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar” 443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL & All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net Wednesday, 8:00 PM Local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
2 Mtr FM Preparedness Net Sundays, 8:00 PM local, The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2
40 Mtr Tri-Town Alumni Net Weekdays, 2200 UTC 7.285 SSB LSB
80 Mtr SSB Net Saturdays, 9am local 3.860 SSB LSB

WCRA 2020 Mid-Winter Hamfest
January 19, 2020, 8AM to 1PM
Kane County Fairgrounds Expo Center
525 S. Randall Road, St Charles, IL

General meeting 4 th Friday of the Month 7:30 PM
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Trading Post
Kenwood TS-450 with Automatic Antenna Tuner $500
Kenwood TS-590 with Automatic Antenna Tuner $600
Kenwood Speaker goes to the 1st radio Sold --- Call Ron
73, Ron WB9JYZ Call - 708.957.3625 wb9jyz@comcast.net

December is Youngsters on the Air (YOTA) Month
The IARU Region 1 (Europe, Africa, and the Mideast) Youth Working Group has announced that its
December YOTA Month take place again this year.
“We would like to invite you to take part with a call sign with ‘YOTA’ in the suffix,” the YOTA
announcement said. “The idea for this is to show Amateur Radio to young people and to encourage
youngsters to be active on the amateur bands.”
YOTA said December YOTA Month offers an opportunity to demonstrate ham radio to the world and
to invite newcomers. Participants earn certificates by working the various YOTA-suffix stations on the
air throughout December. Not a contest, the event is aimed at getting as many youngsters on air from
as many countries as possible. The event will take place from 0000 UTC on December 1 until 2359
UTC on December 31. — Thanks to YOTA

Access to 60 Meters Continues to Expand
According to the latest edition of The 5 MHz Newsletter, regulatory agencies in an expanding list of
countries have granted amateur radio access to a 60-meter band.
A secondary allocation of 5.351.5 – 5.366.5 MHz was released to radio amateurs in Kuwait, where
they will adhere to the World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC-15) allocation, permitting
a maximum power of 15 W EIRP. Indonesian and Greek hams recently gained access to the same
allocation.
Meanwhile, Israel has extended authorization of 5 MHz amateur permits to the end of December and
added a Channel 0 to the existing eight channels, where hams may run 100 W PEP on several
modes, depending upon the channel.
Still under discussion is ham radio access to a 5 MHz secondary band in Australia, where the band is
used by some emergency services and law enforcement. Nearly 80 countries offer some level of
amateur access to the 5 MHz band.

The Fox was found!
The third Tri-Town Fox Hunt of the season was held on October 26, 2019. It ran from 9 to 11 AM and
Brian's in Monee was the starting point. The Fox could be anywhere in Will County. David Kimmel,
KB9TAG, was the Fox as he was first to find the Fox in the last Tri-Town Fox Hunt. Finishing first with
the least miles driven were the team of John Krueger, N9DWE and Todd Schumann, KA9IUC.

2020 Tri-Town Officer Elections
Nominations are now open for the election of officers and member of the board for Tri-Town
Radio Amateur Club for 2019. The nominations will remain open until the time of the election
held during the club Christmas Party. Nominees are needed for the office of President, VicePresident, Secretary and Treasurer along with one Director. The current Club President, Brian
Bedoe WD9HSY has indicated he will not run for office in 2020. The club is in need of a
person to act as Election Chairman. No one stepped forward at the October meeting. It would
be desirable to have a Chairman for this important activity rather than have the Board do it.
The Chairman is responsible for there being a candidate for each position, running the
nominations and the election proceedings. If you would like to serve as chairman or run for a
specific office, please see any Club officer or Board member. The Club runs on its
membership but we do need Club Officers to guide the many activities we are involved in.
Please give serious thought to serving your Club.

1 Million+ Contacts Logged during ARRL Field Day 2019
ARRL Contest Program Manager Paul Bourque, N1SFE, reports that nearly 1.1 million
contacts were made during the 2019 ARRL Field Day — the most popular operating event in
North America. Bourque reported the 2019 ARRL Field Day results, which are available
starting on page 64 of the digital edition of the December 2019 issue of QST. Bourque says
in his article that more than 36,000 radio amateurs took part in ARRL Field Day 2019 across
all 83 ARRL/Radio Amateurs of Canada sections, up slightly from the 35,250 reported last
year. The total number of contacts was down by about 7% from 2018’s 1.18 million contacts.
“This year, 3,113 entries were received from local clubs and emergency operations centers
(EOCs), as well as individual portable, mobile, and home stations,” Bourque wrote in QST.
Most entries were in Class A — club or non-club groups of three or more.
Of the nearly 1.1 million contacts, approximately 46% were made on phone, and 456,000
(42%) of contacts were made on CW. The remaining 138,000+ (12%) of the contacts were
made on digital modes, such as FT8 and RTTY.
“This is a substantial increase compared to 2018, when total QSOs on the digital modes
numbered just over 56,000,” Bourque reported. “With the last 2018 release of WSJT-X (which
now supports Field Day exchanges), many participants made use of FT8’s ability to
communicate when band conditions weren’t being cooperative.”
Top 10 scores ranged between W3AO’s Class 14A entry from Maryland-DC, with 32,356
points, to W1NVT’s 14,876-point Class 2A entry from Vermont.
Bourque said that 95% of the 3,113 entries received came through the Field Day web applet.
“Not only is ARRL Field Day an opportunity to sharpen operating skills in temporary and
portable locations, it’s also an occasion to showcase amateur radio to the local community,
with clubs often setting up in publicly accessible locations and interacting with non-hams,”
Bourque wrote.

Club Picnic - What a great time we had!
The annual Club picnic was held on Saturday, September 28th at Monee Reservoir. Over 22+/members and guests plus kids attended. A good time was had by all! Thanks to John, N9DWE for his
great work at the grills and to Laura for frying the Indian Bread. Thanks to all who brought dishes to
pass. There was lots of rain the night before but it cleared up and was just a little cool the rest of the
afternoon. Thanks to Jerry, K9PMV, for bring out his portable station and making some contacts. I
think everyone is looking forward to next year.

Well-Known Contester, DXer Paul Newberry, N4PN, SK
Well-known contester and DXpeditioner Paul H. Newberry, Jr., N4PN, of Macon, Georgia, died on
November 5 after suffering a massive heart attack. An ARRL Life Member, Newberry turned 82 on
November 1.
A major ARRL November Sweepstakes participant and perennial high-scorer, Newberry was first
licensed in 1953 and operated under a long list of call signs, both foreign and domestic, and was on
the air from more than 100 countries.
“I am sure like many people, we worked Paul this weekend in Sweepstakes CW,” said Ed Sawyer,
N1UR, who, in a CQ-Contest post, called Newberry one of his inspirations in contesting. Sawyer said
Newberry was a determined contester who enjoyed every minute of it, and was “the consummate
professional on the air.”
Newberry was at 340/384 confirmed in the ARRL DXCC Mixed Standings. He was a member and
past president of the Georgia Contest Group. He also belonged to the Alabama Contest Group, the
Florida Contest Group, the South East Contest Club, and the Southeastern DX Club (SEDXC) and
was a member of the SEDXC Hall of Fame.

World Radiocommunication Conf. 2019 Enters Its 3rd Week
Intense discussions of the most contentious agenda items marked the second week of World
Radiocommunication Conference 2019 (WRC-19), but very little was resolved.
“It is clear that long days and nights are ahead in the last 2 weeks,” International Amateur Radio
Union (IARU) Secretary David Sumner, K1ZZ, observed. Representatives of the IARU and its
member-societies — 14 in all — are attending all or part of the conference. IARU is admitted in a nonadvisory capacity. Those representing IARU may attend meetings but may not participate unless
asked by the chairman to provide information.
“That does happen occasionally, but most of our talking with delegates occurs in the hallways during
breaks — in other words, lobbying,” explained Sumner, who this week reported on where issues
affecting the amateur services stand at the midway point of the conference.
50 MHz in Region 1: While a couple of details remain to be worked out as to how other existing
services in Region 1 (Europe, Africa, and the Mideast) will be protected from interference, there is
agreement that the amateur service should gain entry at 50 MHz in the international Table of
Frequency Allocations for Region 1. The present 6-meter allocations in Regions 2 and 3 will be
unchanged. Region 1 administrations came to the conference holding disparate views on this agenda
item, ranging from a 4 MHz primary allocation to no allocation at all. Sumner said a delicate
compromise led to a positive outcome.
“While it is too early to celebrate, we are cautiously optimistic that the compromise will hold,” Sumner
reported. In a separate report, Radio Amateurs of Canada Special Advisor Bryan Rawlings, VE3QN,
said that hammering out a 6-meter Region 1 allocation “has been a long and frustrating process,” and
that a 4 MHz primary allocation similar to that available in Regions 2 and 3 is an unlikely outcome.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Hiram Percy Maxim Birthday Celebration Results now Available
Results and certificates from the Hiram Percy Maxim (HPM) Birthday Celebration August 31 –
September 8 are now available. The 9-day operating event commemorated the 150th anniversary of
the birth of ARRL cofounder and first president Hiram Percy Maxim, W1AW. Amateurs from 57
ARRL/RAC sections and four countries submitted more than 25,000 contacts over the course of the
event. Results of the event and downloadable certificates are on the ARRL Contests Page.
A special HPM 150 QSL card is available for stations that worked W1AW/150 during the event. To
receive a card, send your QSL with an SASE to W1AW, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111.

Preparations Resume for 3Y0I Bouvet Island DXpedition
Another attempt to activate Bouvet Island is in the planning stages, according to the 3Y0I website.
Efforts are under way to secure the necessary funds.
“As you probably know, our first attempt to reach the island of Bouvet in March 2019 failed,” the news
update said. “Despite complex preparations and training received in Cape Town, South Africa, our
vessel got hit by a big storm so badly that we had no choice but to sail back to Cape Town to
reshuffle our plans. We were so close — just 63 nautical miles offshore!” The 3Y0I sponsors estimate
that a second attempt would cost around $170,000. “[W]e have already secured half of the required
budget to go back to Bouvet,” the announcement said, adding that it’s beyond the capacity of the
DXpedition team members to cover the entire cost, so they are trying to collect $85,000 to fund the
second attempt.
The 3Y0I team has a GoFundMe page, set up by 3Y0I team leader Dom Grzyb, 3Z9DX. No time
frame was given for the second attempt by Grzyb’s team, and it’s not known if Grzyb has obtained
operating permission from the Norwegian government. The 19-square-mile subantarctic island is a
Norwegian dependency.
“Our intentions are clear: If we don’t reach our fundraising goal, we won’t receive nor spend a single
cent you donate and it would be returned to your GoFundMe account for withdrawal or to support any
other GoFundMe project of your choice,” the announcement says.
“The future of amateur radio expeditions, especially in terms of activating entities placed across cold
high-latitude seas, isn’t bright,” the 3Y0I statement says. “Apart from the uncertainty of future solar
cycles’ strength that may badly reflect radio propagations, there are still very few of us who realize
that visiting remote cold islands may become very seldom or even almost impossible.”
According to Club Log’s DXCC Most Wanted List, Bouvet Island is No. 2, right behind North Korea.
The unrelated 3Y0Z DXpedition attempt to land on Bouvet in early 2018 failed after the vessel
transporting the team developed engine issues as it lay just offshore. The last successful Bouvet
activation was 3Y0E, during a scientific expedition over the winter of 2007 – 2008. — Thanks to
Southgate Amateur Radio News via OPDX

General meeting 4 th Friday of the Month 7:30 PM
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Maine Radio Amateurs Helping to Deploy AM Band Public
Information Radio Service
Waldo County, Maine, is implementing the nation’s first county-wide emergency AM radio station with
the help of radio amateurs.
“We realized that the last option [in emergencies] most people have for getting information is by
broadcast radio,” said Waldo County Emergency Management Agency Director Dale Rowley,
KC1LKI. He recalled an ice storm a few years ago that took down the power grid for a week. “We
established an emergency shelter, but could not get the word to residents that the shelter was open.
They couldn’t watch TV, and their smartphone batteries were dead,” he said.
Rowley’s agency learned about emergency radio advisory stations and determined that they could be
a solution. The RadioSAFE Wide Area Emergency Broadcast System is by Information Station
Specialists, which has provided a similar station for Dayton Hamvention visitors. The company
developed a compact, center-loaded whip antenna with a small ground plane that will cover the
mostly rural coastal county.
Brit Rothrock, AB1KI, and Robert Hoey, W1EBA, with the Waldo County Emergency Management
Agency are handling system planning and will install the new service at the county’s tower site. The
530 kHz channel is designated exclusively for Travelers’ Information Station (TIS) services. —
Thanks to Information Station Specialists

W1AW to Commemorate 98th Anniversary of First Amateur
Radio Signals to Span the Atlantic
December 11 marks the 98th anniversary of the success of ARRL’s Transatlantic Tests in 1921,
organized to see if low-power amateur radio stations could be heard across the Atlantic using
shortwave frequencies (i.e., above 200 meters). On that day, a message transmitted by a group of
Radio Club of America members at 1BCG in Greenwich, Connecticut, was copied by Paul Godley,
2ZE, in Scotland.
While the first two-way contact would not take place until 1923, the 1921 transatlantic success
marked the beginning of what would become routine communication between US radio amateurs and
those in other parts of the world — literally the birth of DX.
To commemorate this amateur radio milestone, Maxim Memorial Station W1AW will be on the air
through the day on December 11 with volunteer operators. The goal is to encourage contacts
between radio amateurs in the US and Europe while showcasing the significance of the transmissions
that pioneered global communication and laid the groundwork for technology widely used today. The
event will run from 1300 until 0000 UTC. Some details are still being worked out, but operation will
focus on 40 and 20 meters (SSB). Contact Clark Burgard, N1BCG, for more information.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Pitcairn Island VP6R DXpedition Logs More Than 80K QSO’s
The VP6R DXpedition to Pitcairn Island shut down at 1800 UTC on November 1, reporting 82,700
contacts. They reported excellent weather for the teardown and got everything packed and aboard
the Braveheart, which is taking them to Mangareva. According to their update, the oldest resident of
Pitcairn Island died on November 1, and the VP6R team attended the funeral the next day. The
individual was buried next to Tom Christian, VP6TC, who gave many radio amateurs their first
Pitcairn contacts.
During their stay on the island, VP6R team members helped two local radio amateurs to get on the air
— Meralda Warren, VP6MW, and Mike Warren, VP6AZ.
The entire VP6R log will be posted to Logbook of The World (LoTW), and stations may QSL via
K9CT.
“On behalf of the team, our off-island support members, and our sponsors, may I say thank you to our
DX audience for your interest, support, and of course, the QSOs,” Ralph Fedor, K0IR, said. “To the
kids at the Dorothy Grant Elementary School, thank you for taking part in this great adventure with us
through ham radio. You brightened our path.”
The DXpedition reported high spirits, big pileups, and good propagation, giving out “many all-time
new ones” during its stay. “We had fun with this,” Fedor said. “We hope you did too.”
VP6R operated from two sites on the island. During their stay, the team took part in the CQ World
Wide DX Contest (SSB). A DXpedition veteran, Fedor had to pull out of the Pitcairn Island trip due to
health issues, but maintained a support role.

VP6R, Pitcairn Island, is in the logbook!
Todd, KA9IUC
I enjoyed following the VP6R DXpedition through their web site, Face Book page, QRZ, and DX
Watch. Near the end of their operation I was able to work them on 17 and 15 meters using FT8 in Fox
and Hound mode. In fact my 15 meter contact was within an hour of them going QRT. Through their
use of Club Log on their QRZ page, I was able to confirm that my QSOs were in their log. I used Club
Log to request QSL cards for my contacts without having to send them anything but a few bucks via a
credit card. One of the neat features on Club Log is they display a graph of the VP6R operation with
modes on one axis and bands on the other. Red squares are displayed for those modes and bands
they worked. The red squares turn to green for your contacts. What is really neat is that if you drag
your cursor over your green square, you see a picture of the operator you worked. Looking forward to
the next DXpedition!
Many of the upcoming DXpeditions are published on the Club’s Facebook Page! Check it out here;

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tritownrac
Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Revised AMSAT-NA Website in the Offing
AMSAT Treasurer and Vice President of User Services Robert Bankston, KE4AL, has announced
that the AMSAT Board has approved his recommendations for an internet-based membership
management system, the transition to a digital full-color edition of AMSAT Journal, and a complete
overhaul of the AMSAT-NA website.
“I have been putting together these proposals for several months and thank the Board of Directors for
the permission to move these projects forward,” Bankston said at the conclusion of the 2019 AMSAT
Symposium and Annual General Meeting over the weekend. He said the improvements will
modernize how AMSAT serves its members and that the new membership management system will
give members control over their membership accounts, allowing them to update contact information,
pay dues, and register for events. He did not indicate when the updated website would be up and
running.
Bankston said the new website will aim to make navigating the site more intuitive with portals for
members and friends in the AMSAT community, how-to guides on getting started in amateur radio
satellites, and information about current satellites and what is needed to work them.
“In addition, the program will automatically push out reminders, newsletters, and a digital copy of the
AMSAT Journal,” Bankston explained. “Transitioning to a digitally delivered AMSAT Journal will allow
us to provide a full-color magazine without raising the cost of membership. In addition, we will have
the opportunity to provide member-only content on our website and to include back issues of our
AMSAT Journal.”
Bankston said he was honored to have been elected by the AMSAT Board of Directors as AMSAT
Treasurer and as AMSAT Vice President of User Services, as well as reappointed as the Director of
AMSAT Ambassadors. AMSAT is marking its 50th anniversary in 2019. — Thanks to AMSAT News

New 630-Meter Distance Record Claimed
Eric Tichansky, NO3M, and Roger Crofts, VK4YB, are claiming a new world distance record on 630
meters. They worked each other on October 14 at 1032 UTC using JT9 mode. Tichansky said the
contact represented the culmination of 2 years of effort around every equinox since September 2017.
“Hopes were wearing thin as we were moving away from the recent equinox on September 23,” he
said. “Even when the path may have been open over the past 3 weeks, either end would be plagued
with QRN.” He said that while the opening that facilitated the record-breaking contact was not
comparably as strong as past openings, “something special was obviously at play.”
The contact covered 9,307.5 miles (14,979 kilometers), topping the previous record of 8,351.9 miles
set by Roger Crofts, VK4YB, and Kenneth Roberson, K5DNL, by nearly 1,000 miles. Tichansky said
his transmit antenna is a 67-foot top-loaded vertical, and the receive antenna is a full-sized eightcircle array comprised of short verticals. The transmit/receive at VK4YB is a linear-loaded vertical. —
Thanks to Eric Tichansky, NO3M
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership
____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership

$
$
$

25.00
25.00
6.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with Family (25+6) = $ 31.00

Tri-Town Meeting Day has changed in 2019
Our meeting night has change from the 3rd Friday to the 4th Friday of the month.

