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Upcoming Meetings Friday 3/19/2010
National Weather Service
Bill Wilson will present Skywarn Spotter Training
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January Meeting Posts new Officers for the 2010 year.
Tom Niemeyer
Matt Schumann
Tricia Jagard
Jim Everard
Brian Bedoe
Todd Schumann
Dave Dell

AB9LA
N9OTL
N9WGO
WD9GXU
WD9HSY
KA9IUC
N9LGP

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Remembering Dick Bennett, K9ZZH
From John Santucci WB9JVM Tucson, Arizona
Brian---Hello, John, WB9JVM here. If you even remember who I am. (ED note, Sure I do!!) It has been a long
time since we crossed paths. I just recently was made aware of the passing of Dick Bennett, K9ZZH. Found out
via a "snowbird" who showed up to our weekly open Saturday morning breakfast BART group http://www.wd7f.com/breakfast.htm) (http://www.wd7f.com/bart.htm#history ) like we had with the old 442.375 we had in the
Heights, then Chicago and then Crete. (ed. Note – now the Waldofar system)
Dick Bennett was the one who got me involved in seriously pursuing my ticket back in the early 70's. I met him at
the long gone Radio Shack in Park Forest when he was asking the store to put up the Novice Class signs. He
took me and a friend to our first Tri Town meeting above the fire station in HazelCrest. Was blown away by his
shack the first time I visited his home. He was building a KW amp for UHF then and it was a WORK of ART.
Getting him interested in 2 meter FM was a real interesting. He was the consummate gentleman and a GREAT
wealth of knowledge. He was MY first contact when I got my Tech in 1973...Still have that first logbook...He was
really congratulatory on my going and getting my Tech right of of the gate, back when you had to go downtown
and sit in front of an FCC examiner.
He was good people. Really sorry for his passing and not knowing this sooner. My condolences to all.
Hope all is well with you and your family. I know the economy has to be as bad there as it is here. Well, thanks
for your time.. It is raining like crazy up here in the Santa Catalina foothills. Our winter...Snow above me on the
mountains...I am NOT very active in ham radio at all...I know or worked with folks who have the "renegade ham
idealism" most members are fellow veterans, too. So we go to breakfast often and .....
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Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes. All are
welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
441.975 Elwood, W0COP (underconstruction & on air at WD9HSY’S QTH)
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

The W1AW Operating Schedule may be found on the web: http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net - Wed, 8:00 PM Local, 146.490.
10 Mtr SSB Net - Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Cracker Barrel Net - Monday-Friday 3:00 PM Local 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
2 Mtr FM Weather Net - Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL

Upcoming Hamfests
02 May 2010 Sandwich Hamfest http://www.kish-club.org/www/2010%20Flyer-Color.pdf
14-16 May 2010
Dayton Hamvention http://www.hamvention.org/ Hara Arena

Sunday Night Weather Net
Well the Change to Daylight savings time has caused a snafu with the Sunday Weather net. The Repeater changes over to
net mode to allow a longer time out time for the announcements and Rain. Since the change over the timer change is not
taking place! Opppps! Hopefully this has been corrected but it can only be tested during the net (would you really want the
time out timer set at 20 minutes?) (rag chewers please take note!) It should be OK now, but only time will tell! Sunday 8PM
on the Club Machine 146.805 73, Brian WD9HSY ….. seems to be OK now!

What was started on November 6, 1974? The "49er" Net
Trish, N9WDG, Club Historian
Who has been net control for over 20 years? Clark Lembcke, W9BQL.
That's right. For over 20 years (actually 22 years) Clark has been net control of the Wednesday night net. What
was started out by Ben Butkus, WA9RFO in 1974 has continued on to this day. There have been special milestones with the net- anniversaries, special net controls and even the net control operating from an airplane in the
air (649th net from the air with net control Jerry Bette, N9BMT). As we celebrate its 35th year, let us thank Clark
for his dedication to the "49ers".

Clark, W9BQL (CICA MID 1980’S)
SHOW US YOUR SHACK (COMING SOON!!)
A new contest-curious? Intrigued?
Come on out to the next meeting and find out more about it.
Reminder- Bill Wilson from National Weather Service will be here to give his talk on severe weather spotting.
Meeting starts promptly at 8 p.m. with the business meeting to follow.
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Hawaii Hams Spurred to Action by Chilean Earthquake
Ron Hashiro, AH6RH
On Saturday, February 27, 60 Amateur Radio operators participated in a tsunami radio net that operated
throughout the island State of Hawaii. More than 25 real-time reports from observers around the state were
relayed simultaneously to the State Emergency Operating Center (EOC) and the four county EOCs, providing
timely information via Amateur Radio on sea level changes to emergency management officials.
According to Ron Hashiro, AH6RH, emergency managers in Hawaii had been preparing for a tsunami from Chile
for many years, following the 1960 tsunami -- following an earthquake in Chile -- that decimated Hilo on the Big
Island of Hawaii. Prior to 1960, tsunamis inflicted damage to Hawaii every 17 years on average. "The 14 hour
travel time for the tsunami wave provided ample time for Amateur Radio operators to assemble and coordinate a
response plan," Hashiro told the ARRL. "The wave action in Hilo Bay would be of extreme interest as it would be
among the earliest signs of the potential for destruction for this tsunami event." Hashiro is the Hawaii State Civil
Defense (SCD) ARESÂ®/RACES Coordinator.
Hashiro said that activity started at 8:47 PM on Friday, February 26 when key Amateur Radio operators were
alerted to the 8:34 PM 8.8 magnitude earthquake in Chile. ARRL Pacific Section Emergency Coordinator Kevin
Bogan, AH6QO -- who is also a State Warning Point Officer with Hawaii SCD -- received notification while he was
at home preparing for his 10 PM shift. Bogan activated the Hawaii ARESÂ® in response and then headed to the
State EOC for his assigned shift where he assisted in the coordination between State ARESÂ®/RACES and the
Hawaii SCD.
Hashiro told the ARRL that he received a bulletin via text message from the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center
(PTWC) at 9:02 PM and began activating the ARESÂ®/RACES response for Oahu and the State as he returned
home to further monitor the progress via the Internet and phone calls. "Coordination was handled on radio via the
AH6CP UHF repeater, text messages, phone calls, Facebook and Twitter, as we awaited the evaluation and
escalation to a tsunami warning," he said. "The PTWC issued the warning at 12:46 AM on Saturday, and final
ham radio net instructions were relayed via the HIHAM and HAMRADIOHAWAII e-mail reflectors, Facebook and
Twitter. Radio operations were to commence with the sounding of the warning sirens across the state at 6 AM.
The 6:01 AM net was a bulletin-only net with instructions for starting operations at 7 AM, giving the operators time
to undertake preparations."
Amateur Radio operators reported to the State and County EOCs. Hashiro, Robin Liu, AH6CP, and Mitch
Pinkerton, KH6MP, responded to the State Civil Defense EOC in Diamond Head crater to operate nets on the
State RACES VHF Repeater network and 7088 kHz HF. A number of SCD staff members who are also hams
reported in for their normal work assignments
Chuck Oh, N6NCT, Russell Houlton, WH7O, and Jeff Sue, AH6IX, activated ham radio operations at the
Department of Emergency Management County EOC in Honolulu, complementing DEM staff member Harold
Buckle's, KH6HB, work activities. "The DEM EOC was packed full of personnel from many organizations,"
Hashiro said, "leaving room for only three ham operators. Twelve other ham responders were scheduled into
shifts should the tsunami proved to be destructive."
ARRL Pacific Section Manager Bob Schneider, AH6J, and Harvey Motomura, AH6JA, operated at the Hawaii
County EOC in Hilo on the Big Island of Hawaii, while Mel Fukunaga, KH6H, began operations at the Maui
County EOC in Wailuku. In addition, Jack Tsujimura, KH6DQ, activated the HealthComm net for the hospitals on
VHF and UHF. A net for the Church of Latter Day Saints was activated on a VHF repeater on Oahu. Operations
also took place on the IRLP linked VHF and UHF repeaters on Maui. The Big Island activated nets on the
BIWARN around-the-island VHF/UHF repeater system and the emergency VHF repeater atop the summit of
Mauna Kea, the tallest mountain peak in the Hawaiian Islands. Rick Ching, KH7O, the Hawaii Repeater
Coordinator, repurposed an EchoLink setup and connected it to the State RACES VHF network, feeding audio
under the EchoLink name "Hawaii Tsunami.
"Check-in nets were run at the top of each hour to test the EOC equipment and to monitor the availability of
operators and their locations," Hashiro explained. "The state-wide tsunami net started at 10:45 AM with check-ins
and position reports. The real-time tactical messages were monitored in each of the four county EOCs. Tight net

discipline was maintained and only positive sightings of ocean changes were solicited and handled. Operators
who were unfamiliar with tactical messaging and tsunami reporting were coached over the air by the net control
station into crafting their reports with the key information of interest to the emergency management officials." At
10:55 AM, James Brown, K9BCI -- who lives on the Big Island, 13 miles south of Captain Cook Island -- reported
that waves near the underwater AuAu canyon were breaking at 50 yards offshore where the white caps were not
previously observed. At 11:15, Laney Azevedo, WH7WX -- located on the Hamakua Coast on the Big Island in
the Honolii area overlooking Hilo Bay -- reported light waves crashing over the water break that were not there
before. "These were the earliest reports of sea level changes, many made from radio operators on the scene with
their vehicles or handhelds," Hashiro said.
These voice messages were transcribed into e-mails and sent to key SCD staff. Hashiro and the State Warning
Point staff took the messages and entered it directly into SCD's informational and reporting systems. "These
timely incoming messages were posted onto 50 inch plasma display screens within moments and were made
available to the PCs connected to the reporting system," Hashiro recounted. "The Governor and SCD staff viewed
the information well before the sea level changes became visible on Web cams and television news feeds. At the
same time, amateurs in the four county EOCs were able to receive the same radio reports for informational
updates for their EOCs."
Other operators traced the ocean changes around the Big Island, then to the harbors and rivers on Maui, Oahu
and Kauai, Hashiro told the ARRL. Receding water levels on the order of 2-3 feet and 5-6 feet were reported as
the various waves moved through the island chain. Real-time reporting ended at 1:08 PM and the tsunami
warning for Hawaii was cancelled at 1:38 PM.
"The location reports, time-stamps and timeliness with estimates of the water height information demonstrated the
professionalism of the Amateur Radio operators to the SCD staff operations and to the Governor," Hashiro said.
"SCD Vice Director Ed Teixeira was again extremely pleased and grateful for these reports and extends his
thanks to the Amateur Radio community for another outstanding job well done."

FLORIDA MAN ELECTRICUTED INSTALLING
ANTENNA TO TALK TO HAITI
A Lauderdale Lakes, Florida, man who was electrocuted on February 28th. This, while trying to install an antenna
that authorities said would have been used to communicate with Haiti. Police spokesman Sgt. Frank Sousa said
Mackenson Mareus died when he touched a live power line at a home in the 1100 block of Northwest 18th Court.
Police said the antenna Mareus was helping install was intended to set up communication with Haiti. According
to experts in South Florida that is something ham radio operators would be able to do with relative ease. But
Mareus was not a radio amateur and according to his cousin Louikenson Arne he did not know what the antenna
was for. Arne said that the 27 year old Mareus, was from Haiti and had lived in South Florida for less than three
years. He ran an Internet-based radio station called Radio Tendresse, and the Web site boasted the frequency of
97.7 FM but was not on the air anywhere in the United States.
According to the police report on the accident
ham radio operators are supposed to be licensed with the Federal Communications Commission. However it was
unclear who, if anyone, held a license to use the antenna and any radio gear connected to it at the time of the
accident that took Mackenson Mareus life. (Published news reports)

Repeater Announcements!
From Brian, WD9HSY
If you haven’t heard the Club Meeting and Websites announcements yet, GET THE WAX OUT OF YOUR EARS
AND LISTEN IN ON THE REPEATER! Anyway, at 16 minutes and 46 minutes after the hour, The Club
Repeater, 146.805 talks about the upcoming activities and the Web site! Yes, it gets old after hearing it 742
times, but you get to hear my refreshing, wonderful, cheery, helpful voice talk up the club. (I'm modest too!) Want
to hear your voice on the repeater? (Just talk on it, stupid!) Seriously, tasteful Club announcements are as easy
as a .wav file emailed to me at bbedoe@aol.com The announcements need to be good quality audio in a .wav
format. They are played though my computer and radioed to the repeater via software called Echo Station. If you
don't want to do it, send me the script and we'll get it on the air!

FCC Seeks Comments for Blanket Waiver to
Allow Amateur Radio in Hospital Emergency Drills
In February 2010, the American Hospital Association (AHA) filed a request with the FCC for a blanket waiver of
Section 97.113(a)(3) of the Commission's Rules "to permit hospitals seeking accreditation to use Amateur Radio
operators who are hospital employees to transmit communications on behalf of the hospital as part of emergency
preparedness drills." On March 3, the FCC issued a Public Notice -- WP Docket 10-54 -- seeking comments if the
Commission "should grant AHA's request for a blanket waiver of Section 97.113(a)(3) to permit amateur
operators who are hospital employees to participate in emergency drills that are conducted by hospitals for
accreditation purposes and that are not government-sponsored."Section 97.113(a)(3) specifically prohibits
amateur stations from transmitting communications "in which the station licensee or control operator has a
pecuniary interest, including communications on behalf of an employer."
Given the public interest in facilitating government-sponsored emergency preparedness and disaster drills, the
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau have provided a process
for requesting a waiver of Section 97.113(a)(3) to permit named Amateur Radio operators to participate in
specified government-sponsored drills by transmitting messages on behalf of identified employers. The waiver
must be requested prior to the drill, and employees may not transmit amateur communications on their
employer's behalf unless the waiver request has been granted by the FCC.
According to AHA, waiver relief should be available for these non-government-sponsored exercises "because it is
in the public interest to ensure that hospital communications operate effectively during emergencies." The FCC
noted that in its blanket waiver request, the AHA also stated that requiring separate waiver requests would be
administratively burdensome on hospitals and the Commission. "AHA thus requests a blanket waiver for hospitals
seeking Joint Commission accreditation, until such time as the Commission adopts a final order in response to a
forthcoming Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that will seek comment on potential changes to Section 97.113(a)
(3)," the FCC said.
"AHA states that hospitals seeking accreditation from the Joint Commission (formerly the Joint Commission on
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations) must prepare an emergency operations plan setting forth how the
hospital will communicate during emergencies, and establish back-up communications links (which, among other
means of communications, may include amateur radio stations) to communicate essential information if primary
communications systems fail," the FCC pointed out in its Public Notice. "AHA states that hospitals seeking
accreditation also are required to test their emergency operations plans twice annually."
As such, the FCC has opened up the matter for public comment. Not only are comments in favor of or against the
issue of amateur operators -- who are hospital employees -- to participate in emergency drills conducted by
hospitals for accreditation purposes that are not government-sponsored welcomed, the Commission is also
seeking comments addressing "whether, if blanket relief were to be granted, there would be some benefit from
requiring hospitals to provide notice to the Commission concerning emergency drills they perform, and what such
notice should entail."
Comments are due by Friday, April 2; reply comments are due no later than Monday, April 19. All filings should
reference the docket number of this proceeding, WP Docket No 10-54. In the Public Notice, the FCC noted that
this proceeding has been designated as a "permit-but-disclose" proceeding in accordance with the Commission's
ex parte rules: "Parties making oral ex parte presentations in this proceeding are reminded that memoranda
summarizing the presentation must contain the presentation's substance and not merely list the subjects
discussed. More than a one- or two-sentence description of the views and arguments presented is generally
required." Instructions on how to paper file or file electronically are listed in the Public Notice.
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FCC Denies ARRL's Request for Declaratory Ruling
In 2005, after the State of Florida adopted statutes aimed at pirate broadcasters and making it a felony to make a
radio transmission without Commission authorization or to interfere with a licensed public or commercial radio
station, the ARRL -- through General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD -- filed a Request for Declaratory Ruling
(Request) with the FCC, seeking a declaratory ruling on portions of that statute. The ARRL argued that the
Statute was written so broadly that one could infer that Commission-licensed Amateur Radio stations in Florida
would be subject to felony prosecution if their transmissions interfered with broadcast or other radio receivers. In
2006, New Jersey adopted a similar statute and the ARRL's Request was modified to include that state. Five
years and one day after the original Request was filed with the Commission, the FCC denied the Request.
In its Request, the ARRL stated that it was "unclear" if the Statute was written "to be as broad in its application as
it reads, but it is clear that the Statute would create a third degree felony for the first offense of causing
interference to licensed 'public or commercial' radio stations. The Statute is not limited to broadcast stations,
though broadcast radio stations appear to be the focus of the protected class under this Statute. Nor is it clear
what constitutes 'interference.' What is clear is that no radio transmissions, licensed or not, are permitted if they
result in interference to public or commercial radio stations licensed by the Commission. Thus, it would appear
that Commission-licensed Amateur Radio stations in Florida are subject to felony prosecution if their
transmissions interfere with interference-susceptible broadcast or other radio receivers used in public or
commercial radio stations."
Writing on behalf of the FCC, Mobility Division Deputy Chief Scott Stone noted that the Florida legislation has now
been in effect for more than five years and the New Jersey legislation has been in effect for more than four years
"and [the Commission has] received no reports of any amateur operators being prosecuted or threatened with
prosecution under either statute. Given our broad discretion in determining whether to grant a petition for
declaratory ruling, we decline to address the Request, as it does not currently appear that a declaratory ruling is
necessary to 'terminat[e] a controversy or remov[e] uncertainty' with respect to ARRL's concerns." Stone also
noted that the ARRL may file a new petition for declaratory ruling in the event of "changed circumstances."
Upon learning that the FCC had denied the Request, ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ, said he
was "disappointed; however, it is significant that the denial is not based on the merits of our argument, but rather
on the fact that in the intervening time there have been no reports of the statutes being used against radio
amateurs. If either the Florida or the New Jersey statute were to be applied to a licensed amateur, our
understanding is that the FCC would entertain a request to intervene, and we would expect them to do so."

AMSAT Preparing for Hamvention 2010
The AMSAT team is preparing for the 2010 Dayton Hamvention AMSAT Booth and activities. We are updating
information about the AMSAT presence at Dayton on the AMSAT Web site, follow the left hand nav- igation to
get to the AMSAT Hamvention area. Those wishing to stay with the AMSAT contingent and volunteering to work
on booth setup/ take down or in the booth itself are invited to contact Martha to make your hotel reservations.
Additional information about the hotel can be found under the Dayton Hotel 2010 link.
The Friday night
AMSAT/TAPR Banquet will be at the same location as the last three years, the Kohler Banquet Center. The
menu has been selected and posted on the AMSAT/TAPR Banquet 2010 link. TAPR will be selecting the
speaker for the banquet this year. The team is looking forward to displaying AMSAT accomplishments, new
merchandise and talking with our members during the May 14-16, 2010 event.
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A Close Encounter for AMSAT-OSCAR 51
While many in North America were fast asleep Monday morning, March 1, the AMSAT-OSCAR 51 satellite had a
potentially dangerous encounter with another spacecraft known as Formosat 3D. OSCAR 51 is a popular
Amateur Radio satellite that often functions as a crossband FM repeater, relaying brief conversations over
hundreds of miles. Formosat 3D is part of a constellation of six remote sensing microsatellites that collect
atmospheric data for weather prediction and for ionosphere, climate and gravity research. Both orbit at an altitude
of approximately 500 miles.
On Sunday evening, AMSAT-NA Vice President of Operations, Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, received an e-mail
alert from the US Joint Space Operations Center, warning of the close approach between Formosat 3D and
OSCAR 51 that would take place the following morning. "There is really nothing we can do other than watch and
try to collect telemetry," Glasbrenner said. "Of course, any contact would mean instant death for OSCAR 51. It's
all predictive until they smack together, but the estimate was that they would come within 2900 feet overall, but
only 130 feet radially. I'm visualizing that scenario as one car merging on a highway at 17,500 MPH with another
car 2900 feet in front and 130 feet to the left or right. Scale the 17,500 MPH to 70 MPH and the distances in the
analogy would be 12 feet in front and 6 inches abreast, just to put the velocity and distances in perspective!"
Glasbrenner was awake early Monday morning to monitor OSCAR 51's telemetry as the close approach
unfolded. At 1056 UTC, he determined that the satellite was still alive, having survived the encounter without a
scratch. "We were all relieved that OSCAR 51 was fine," Glasbrenner said, "but it reinforces how tenuous our
satellite presence is, and the fact that we should be constantly working and fundraising to build and launch new
satellites."

W1AW, New Schedule for Digital Bulletin Transmissions
Beginning Monday, March 15, W1AW, the Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Station, will alternate the digital modes
used for its digital bulletin transmissions. While Baudot, PSK31 and MFSK16 still make up the digital mode
complement, W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, says that the schedule will be altered to give more
exposure to PSK31 and MFSK16. "Because of time constraints and the varying lengths of digital bulletins, there
were many instances where only Baudot was used," he said. "With the new schedule, amateurs preferring either
PSK31 or MFSK16 will find these modes no longer secondary."
The regular callup will be made using the mode that is transmitted first. The digital bulletin times remain at 6 PM
and 9 PM (Eastern Time) daily. The Tuesday and Friday Keplerian data bulletins will continue to be sent using
just Baudot and PSK31.
The new digital schedule is as follows:
Monday:
Baudot, PSK31, MFSK16
Tuesday:
PSK31, MFSK16, Baudot
Wednesday: MFSK16, Baudot, PSK31
Thursday:
Baudot, PSK31, MFSK16
Friday:
PSK31, Baudot, MFSK16
"Given time constraints and bulletin lengths, all three modes may not always be transmitted," Carcia explained.
The complete W1AW schedule can be found on page 100 of the January issue of QST, or on the ARRL Web site.
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Ham Radio iPhone Apps
Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU
The weather outside is rightful for mid-February -- white precipitation with temperatures dipping below zero
Centigrade. So what better time than now to consider some cool new ham radio applications for the coolest
gadget that fits in your palm of your hand.
According to the kids, nothing is cooler than the iPhone, so it is nice to discover some brand new ham radio
iPhone apps. Getting back to ham radio apps, visiting the iTunes store, I was surprised how many ham radio
apps there are -- and about a quarter of them are free! Among the free apps are a satellite tracker, an EchoLink
app, ham utilities, an APRS app, a Maidenhead converter, a direction finder, a HF beacon app, a VHF/UHF/SHF
contest rover logger and a bunch of ham radio exam preparation apps, including some in partnership with the
ARRL. If you are willing to part with a buck or two, there are a slew of "unfree" ham radio apps, too.
If you visit the iTunes store to search for ham radio apps, be sure to search on both "ham radio" and "Amateur
Radio," since the search results are slightly different -- some apps only show up in one or the other search
results. There are also some pertinent apps that turn up when you search on "radio," but that search also turns up
a lot of apps not related to ham radio that you will have to wade through.
By the way, I offer no URL for the iTunes Store. If you have iTunes installed on your computer, you click on the
"iTunes Store" button in iTunes and iTunes proceeds to access the store via the Internet. In other words, iTunes
acts as your Web browser, but its browsing is limited to the iTunes Store. If you don't have iTunes installed on
your computer, you can download it for free.

SONY TO CLOSE ALABAMA MAGNETIC TAPE PLANT
Call it a true sign of the times. This with word that Sony Corporation plans to close its tape-manufacturing plant in
Dothan, Alabama. This as the need for magnetic tape products dwindles to a trickle world-wide.
As recently as
five years ago most recording of video and audio was done to tape. But as magnetic disc drives, flash memory
and electro-optical recording technology made rapid advances, the need for magnetic tape products quickly
declined. Now it has finally reached a low where the demand for magnetic tape products like those produced at
the Sony Dolthan, Alabama, plant has reached the point where keeping it open is no longer economical.
According to Sony, operations at the plant will be phased out starting in April with the closure planned to be
completed by September.
The facility was opened in 1977. Termination of its operation will lead to the loss of
300 jobs. (Birmingham News, RW, others)

Costa Rica Hams to pay up to $150.00 per license
By Sergio N7BBC
A proposed new convoluted formula to calculate license fees by SUTEL (Costa Rican government agency in
charge of telecoms) could mean that superior class license holders (similar to extra class in the USA) would pay
¢74,559.38 or about $ 150.00 USD per a 5 year period. Granted, the lower class ham operator pay a lower fee
than the superior class but then of course, there would be no incentive to upgrade, EVER! Costa Rican hams
would be relegated to UHF and VHF since it would cost less.
It is unclear but this fee may be imposed on
visiting ham operators visiting for DX expeditions and or moving to Costa Rica permanently.
To see the
proposed fees and formulas visit the link at Radio Club de Costa Rica (in Spanish) Link located at the top main
page. Follow "Bajar Archivo" link (pdf file) and look at section 3.1.8 of the document. www.ti0cr.org
Let's all
support our TI friends and email IARU representatives to put international pressure on the Costa Rican agency in
charge.
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East Coast APRS Satellite Launch 11 March!
ANS thanks Bob, WA4APR
You will be able to see it too over most of the mid-atlantic. I don't see a launch time or any other info yet. Here is
what I have received: A sounding rocket with amateur satellite operating on 144.39 MHZ APRS will rise to 100
miles or so for an 8 minute mission. The rocket (I think) is the Hall 12.067.
The payload is called SOCEM/ADAMASat. There is a computer program and GUI to interface to your PC so you
can grab the telemetry live. It is on: http://ssl.engr.uky.edu/adamasat_free_gui.exe
All that is needed is a Windows machine, a radio and TNC which can receive on 144.390 MHz, a serial or USB
cable, and a suitable location. The GUI parses the APRS packets as they are received, graphing temperatures
on-board the payload and reporting status of the mission in real-time. It also includes instructions on e-mailing the
packet log to Kentucky Space to aid in post-processing, and a built-in aggregator for the official ADAMASat
Twitter RSS feed. Disclaimer: Kentucky Space provides the GUI "as is" without warranties of any kind, and shall
not incur any liability for any damages connected to the use of the GUI.

A new interference threat to the Ham Bands
FCC to Permit Rescue Radio Robot in the 430 to 450 MHz Band
Amateur Radio Newsline
Reports initially carried in the February 26, 2010 edition of Amateur Radio Newsline T Report 1698, and on the
QRZ.com website say the FCC has issued a waiver of the Part 90 rules to permit a company called
Reconrobotics Incorporated to sell a remote controlled security robot that will operate in the 430 to 448 MHz
band. This is spectrum that is primary to the Federal Radiolocation Service but also encompasses the Amateur
Service weak signal, satellite and repeater subbands.
The waiver permits Reconrobitics to manufacture and sell a device called the Recon Scout. This is described as a
device designed for state and local law enforcement and firefighting agencies, and security personnel in critical
infrastructure industries. The Recon Scout can be thrown, dropped, or launched into potentially hazardous areas
and can provide real-time video to an operator located a safe distance away. Typical applications will include
such things as checking a building prior to forced entry, searching vehicle undercarriages for explosives and
searching for survivors in a burning structure.
The Recon Scout transmits the analog video signal to the operator on one of three six megahertz channels.
These are 430 to 436 MHz, 436 to 442 MHz, and 442 to 448 MHz. Reconrobotics says that multiple channels are
necessary in order to avoid interference during incidents where multiple Recon Scouts are in use, but that such
situations should be rare.
The company's now approved proposal is that the first unit sold to a responding organization would operate on
442 to 448 MHz. That happens to be where thousands of ham radio repeaters operate. The 436 to 442 MHz
version being sold only to entities that already own the 442 to 448 MHz version, and the 430 to 436 MHz version
being sold only to entities that already own both of the others.
In approving the waiver, the FCC told Reconrobotics the Recon Scout will have to operate on a secondary basis
where it cannot cause interference and is not protected from interference to all Federal users and licensed nonFederal users including radio amateurs. The FCC also warned prospective users that operation of the Recon
Scout in an unauthorized manner will subject licensees to Commission enforcement action and license
revocation. It also said that widespread improper use of the device could lead the Commission to stop granting or
renewing Recon Scout authorizations.
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _______________________ Zip _____________ Phone ______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________

____ Regular Membership
____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$
$

20.00
20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00

$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member
For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

