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Tri-Town Meeting and Program Information
The JULY meeting is on VACATION!!
The AUGUST meeting is Picnic time!
It will be at Jim KB9VR’s Monee QTH on
Sunday 25, 2013 Details to Follow!!
.

New Logbook of the World Software Eases Uploading
The recently released version of Trusted QSL (TQSL) software for Logbook of The World (LoTW) makes it
much easier for users to upload logs to the worldwide contact repository. TQSL v. 1.14.1 may be downloaded
from the LoTW page.
The new software lets users upload log files to LoTW directly from Trusted QSL, saving steps. It also will
automatically check for updates,
More than a half-billion contact records have been posted in LoTW since it began operation in 2003, resulting in
some 72 million contact confirmations.
prompting users to download and install. Among other new features, any QSOs that have been successfully
uploaded to LoTW or saved to a file are registered in a database, and exact duplicates are automatically
stripped from future logs (this feature may be disabled). Upgrading to version 1.14 is not mandatory. Full
information on the advantages of upgrading is available on the LoTW website.

The End of the Commercial Telegraph? Please QRS
Worldwide news media for several days have been proclaiming the impending demise of the telegram in India
next month. Unfortunately various reporters and news outlets seem to have conflated the words "telegram" and
"telegraph," with the result that many Morse code enthusiasts in the ham radio community have begun
lamenting the occasion as the end of an era and perhaps even as another nail in CW's coffin. Here's what's
really happening. Citing mounting financial losses, India's state-owned telecommunications outfit, Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), is ending its telegram service in mid-July, but other telegram services in India
will continue. Just the state-run service is calling it quits.
It's been many years since telegraphy was used to convey the content of a telegram in India. Today, telegrams
at BSNL are routed to their destinations via the web using computer software -- essentially as
e-mail. Apparently for nostalgia's sake, however, when the last BSNL telegram in India is sent on July 15, the
service will employ technology similar to that first used by the service when it began operation in 1850. British
inventor and physician William O'Shaughnessy introduced telegram service in India that year, but he used a
telegraphy code different from Morse's to send the message.
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Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfest in the Area
JULY

14
21

Fox Riv Radio Leag
Kankakee ARS

Aurora
Peotone

http://frrl.org
www.w9az.com

AUG

3
4
10
18

Lakes Co. WI
Hamfesters Hamfest
West IL Swapfest
W Lake County ARS

Burlington, WI
Peotone, IL
Quincy, IL
Ingleside, IL

http://sites.google.com/site/laarcradioclub
http://www.hamfesters.org
http://www.w9awe.org
http://www.welcars.org

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

THE 2013 “DRIVING THE DIXIE” IS BEHIND US
From Martin WD9JGG

With a threat of rain in the air, the number of antique, classic and conventional cars that gathered in Blue Island the
morning of Sat June 15 for the 12th edition of this annual event was down slightly to about 110 vs. the normal 135. Once a
few drops of rain appeared about 9AM the cars quickly headed down the road to Momence. Their faster than normal pace
prompted a more that traditional amount of radio traffic on the part of Tri-Town participants-during this our 8th year of being
part of the event. This radio traffic was generally related to alerting the local folks in the participating communities down the
road of the likely early arrival of the cars.
Tri-Town representatives participated in the advance planning of this event and as usual Tri-Town had a very visible and
helpful presence on June 15. Each year the event organizers set forth new suggested route segments and stops so the TriTown communications support- with people on the ground in most participating towns- is quite helpful to both the
participants and host sites.
Other day of the event Tri-Town participants included a fine array of first timers and repeat players. These included Ed
((K9EGS) who covered Posen, Trish (N9WDG) who was scheduled to cover Markham and Hazel Crest but who later in the
day, along with her spouse and a harmonic, provided yeoman’s service in Momence when the locals forgot to man the
Passport Stamping Station on the far west side of town. Martin (WDJGG) covered Homewood, Pete (K9OWQ) and Gard
covered Flossmoor and then Pete (KE9YX) covered Chicago Heights. Ken (K9KO) and Sandy (K9GMB) covered Stegerthe site of a free lunch to all participants. Ron (WB9JYZ) manned the Crete stamping location at the Balmorals Race Track
and Mark (KA9MDJ)-among others who have participated all 8 years-manned the Beecher site. Gary (W9GUN) once again
handled the duties in Grant Park- a unique stop this year where a visit was made and tour provided of a grain elevator. All
cars were weighted on the grain elevator’s scales and those who came close to guessing the weight of their vehicle won a
small prize.
Providing some moral support in Blue Island before the start of the event was Bruce (WD9GHK), and Jerry (K9PMV). Jerry
(K9PMV) is credited with conceiving the productive role for Tri-Town in helping with this event some 8 years ago. Sharon
(KA9IIT) also provided some useful feedback as to routing problems occurring in Flossmoor.
A Thank You Note to Tri-Town was quick to follow from key event organizer Elaine Egdorf of the Homewood Heritage
Committee. Among her words addressed to Tri-Town were: “Thank you for your generous support of Drivin’ the Dixie. We
can always count on Tri-Town to help us provide a smooth event. Please extend our thanks to all involved.”
Martin (WD9JGG) and Trish (N9WDG), who act as the liaison players between Tri-Town and the other many event
organizers (i.e. the twelve communities along the route and the A’s R Us Model A Ford Club of America), also express their
thanks to all 2013 Tri-Town participants.
Very important to Tri-Town’s operations each year is the integration of the 2 meter and 440 repeaters at the club’s disposal
by Tom (W9SRV) and Brian (WD9HSY). In addition, Tom for the 8th year fulfilled the role (with the assistance of twin
harmonics) of being our mobile net control station using W9VT.

Antennas for sale from Jim N8EAT
Have the following antennas for sale. They are all near perfect condition and have been garage kept.
Cushcraft R-6000 (6-20 meters) vertical (2 available) $180.00
Cushcraft 10 element 2 meter beam (2 available) $50.00
Cushcraft 3 element 10 meter beam $50.00
Butternut HF-2V vertical (40-80 meters) $150.00
Hygain 6 meter 4 element beam $75.00
Monoband mobile whips 15/17/20/40 plus mag mount (best offer)
Please call Jim N8EAT 708-361-2657 n8eat@aol.com

HamTV Project to Open "A New Era" for ARISS
The Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program hopes an Amateur Radio digital TV
system will be up and running aboard the International Space Station by later this year. A project initiated by
AMSAT-Italy, HamTV would provide one-way video and audio from the ISS to complement the FM radio voice
link used for ARISS school group radio contacts. According to an overview paper
drafted by ARISS-Europe Chairman Gaston Bertels, ON4WF, a DATV downlink on S-Band (2.4 GHz) is under
development to place aboard the ISS Columbus module in August. Columbus already sports the necessary
antenna. As a debate between the merits of analog versus digital TV aboard the ISS continued, Bertels says,
the digital system got a big boost from Italian astronaut Paolo Nespoli, IZØJPA, who had conducted ARISS
school contacts in 2010 and 2011, when he was aboard the ISS.
"At the initiative of AMSAT Italy, an Italian manufacturer, Kayser Italia, presented a project for an Amateur
Radio DATV transmitter to ESA's [European Space Agency] educational services," Bertels explains in his
paper. ESA accepted the proposal in 2012 and contracted with Kayser Italia to develop and manufacture a 10
W EIRP "Ham Video" DATV transmitter for S-Band.
Receiving the DATV signal will be far more demanding than receiving VHF or UHF, Bertels notes in his
overview paper. He said a study conducted by Piero Tognolatti, IØKPT, shows "that DATV decoding should be
possible for a ground station equipped with a 1.2 meter dish, when the ISS is within a range of about 800 to
1000 km," limiting the DATV reception window to about 3 or 4 minutes during a favorable pass. According to
Bertels, Kayser Italia is to provide five ground stations for siting in Europe. "It is hoped that amateurs will
support other ground station 'chains' in other countries, as multiple stations are needed to provide up to 15
minutes of video in support of school contacts," Bertels explains in his paper. He says ARISS anticipates that
similar chains of ground stations will be set up on other continents, to expand the system's flexibility.
"A new era opens for Amateur Radio on the International Space Station," Bertels concludes. -- Thanks to
AMSAT News Service; Kayser Italia

Phishing Scam via ARRL.net E-mail Addresses Reported
Several ARRL members have reported that someone posing as "Arrl.net Online Services" is prompting
members to provide personal information. These e-mails ask the user for his or her username and password.
These e-mails do not come from the ARRL. The League would never ask you for this sort of information in this
fashion. The best course of action is to ignore such requests and, as a general precaution, never send personal
information via e-mail.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

RSGB Marks Its Centenary On and Off the Air
06/19/2013 Thanks to the RSGB and The Daily DX, ARRL letter.
The Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) turns 100 this year. The IARU member-society represents Amateur
Radio in the UK. The big day on the celebration calendar is July 5, Centenary Day, the anniversary of the
Society’s founding. On that day Queen Elizabeth II’s Lord Lieutenant of Buckinghamshire, Sir Henry AubreyFletcher, will represent the crown at Bletchley Park — famous for its secret World War II code-breaking
activities — for the unveiling of a commemorative plaque. The RSGB’s patron, Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh, is recovering from surgery and will be unable to attend. A Centenary dinner will follow. ARRL
President Kay Craigie, N3KN, says the ARRL appreciates the importance of having strong national Amateur
Radio societies around the world.
“Every country needs a tireless advocate for Amateur Radio within its own boundaries, such as the ARRL in the
US and the RSGB in the United Kingdom,” she said. “No single Amateur Radio society can mount the kind of
advocacy effort necessary at the international level to protect and advance the interests of Amateur Radio.
However, working together under the auspices of the International Amateur Radio Union, the ARRL, the RSGB,
and other national societies have been able to achieve positive outcomes for Amateur Radio worldwide. This
has been true in the first century of the ARRL and the RSGB and will continue as our two organizations begin a
second century of service to Amateur Radio and our members.”
History
The RSGB began as the London Wireless Club, established in 1913, a year before the ARRL got its start as an
offshoot of the Hartford Radio Club. The London club’s first meeting of “interested parties” took place July 5,
1913, and by the end of its first year the club boasted more than 150 members. Today the RSGB has some
20,000 members.
On the Air
Special event call sign Gx100RSGB, where the x is replaced by the appropriate secondary station locator — M,
W, I, D, U and J, for example — has been on the air since January 1. UK stations can compete for a Centenary
Award by working the special events. The UK’s regulatory agency Ofcom has approved special prefixes GV,
MV and 2V from July 5 through July 31. Individual licensees must apply to Ofcom for permission (Notice of
Variation) to use them. Prefixes are replaced as follows:
·
·
·

2D, 2E, 2G, 2I, 2J, 2M, 2U, 2W = 2V prefix
G, GD, GI, GJ, GM, GU, GW = GV prefix
M, MD, MI, MJ, MM, MU, MW = MV prefix

Although there are exceptions, most Centenary prefixes do not clearly identify the DXCC entity. Visit the
Clublog website of 5B4AHJ for more information.
The Future: Looking forward, the Society said in a statement on its website, “Amateur Radio today is as
relevant and vibrant as it has ever been, but we face new challenges, such as encouraging new entrants,
combating new sources of interference and ensuring that our voice is heard and understood, as pressure on the
radio spectrum increases. The RSGB takes very seriously its responsibility to work with partners around the
world in providing leadership to safeguard and develop Amateur Radio over the next 100 years.”

Field Day 2013 Total points- 1598
There were about 289 contacts. 3 CW / 286 Voice. Bonus was 970 … More info to Follow!

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

ARRL Will Be Represented at Europe's Premier Ham Radio Gathering
ARRL Headquarters staffers are among those journeying to Germany to represent the League at HAM RADIO
2013 -- the International Exhibition for Radio Amateurs, June 28-30, commonly known simply by its location,
Friedrichshafen. Some 200 exhibitors are expected at HAM RADIO 2013 along with upward of 15,000 visitors.
This year's HAM RADIO theme is "The Amateur Radio Adventure: DXpedition," and representatives of several
DXpeditions will explain for visitors the thrill of operating from remote areas of the world.
This is the 38th HAM RADIO event, which is billed as Europe's biggest Amateur Radio convention -- and
sometimes as "Europe's Dayton." The ARRL contingent will be on hand to greet international visitors and to
network with representatives of other national ham radio societies.
The flea market at Friedrichshafen always attracts a crowd.
The League also offers DXCC card checking at its booth. In its role as International Secretariat for the
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), the ARRL will host a meeting area for IARU officials and friends at
the convention.
Attending on the behalf of the League will be ARRL International Affairs Vice President Jay Bellows, KØQB,
and HQ staff members Norm Fusaro, W3IZ; Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, and Dave Patton, NN1N. Representing the
IARU will be President Timothy Ellam, VE6SH, Vice President Ole Garpestad, LA2RR, and Secretary Rod
Stafford, W6ROD. ARRL will post photos of the event to its Facebook page. -- Thanks to Bob Inderbitzen,
NQ1R; some information provided by the Messe, Friedrichshafen.

More Radio Hams attend Friedrichshafen (The German Dayton)
Exhibition World report that this year's Amateur Radio event in Friedrichshafen showed an increased
attendance They say: Messe Friedrichshafen has reported its international amateur radio exhibition attracted
more than 15,300 visitors, up from 14,800 in 2012.
The 38th Ham Radio was held on 28-30 June at Lake Constance, Messe Friedrichshafen. The organiser said
more than 200 exhibitors showcased their antennas, radios, and technical innovations.
"The Ham Radio gives an excellent overview of the industry and provides representation for almost all the
subtleties of amateur radio,” said Messe Friedrichshafen CEO Klaus Wellmann. “We were again successful in
doing justice to the leading position of Ham Radio as Europe’s premier amateur radio show.”
The German Amateur Radio Club (DARC) presented a supporting programme at the event, as the noncommercial sponsor at the 64th DARC Lake Constance conference. "More than 100 DARC volunteers took
part; there were also 70 active participants who made the programme of presentations a great success,” said
DARC executive director Jens Hergert.
The focus of Ham Radio 2013 was radio transmission from remote and far-flung places around the world.
"Together with our partner DARC, we were able to put on a first-class exhibition event with great
professionalism, which was also well received by the attendees, as demonstrated by the growth compared to
last year,” said project manager, Petra Rathgeber.
The next edition of Ham Radio will take place in Friedrichshafen from 27 to 29 June 2014.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Intruder Watch Documents Odd Bursts, Beeps & Buzzes on the Bands
The International Amateur Radio Union Monitoring System (IARUMS) continues to observe and log suspect and
apparently unauthorized operations that intrude on Amateur Radio allocations. For example, the
May 2013 IARUMS Region 1 (Europe) Newsletter reports an over-the-horizon (OTH) radar operating in Iran
daily on 10 meters (26 to 30 MHz), transmitting bursts with 307 and 870 sweeps per second, 60 kHz wide and
often jumping, covering 700 kHz and more. IARUMS Region 3 (Oceania) volunteers also have reported hearing
the OTH interference from Iran. Regulatory agencies in Swit & Germany have filed complaints without effect.
IARUMS volunteers in Region 1 also report BPSK daily military traffic from Ukraine on 15 meters. German
authorities have formally complained. DGØJBJ reports having observed 11 OTH radars on 20 meters, 65 OTH
radars on 15 meters and 30 OTH radars on 10 meters -- not including the OTH radars from Iran. IARUMS
Region 3 volunteers further report ongoing "illegal use of 10 meters for local short-range communications in a
number of Asian countries." Radio Amateurs in IARU Region 2 (the Americas) may report suspected intruders
on exclusive Amateur Radio allocations to the ARRL.

Upcoming ARRL Section, State, Division Conventions / Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 25-27
July 26-27
August 2-3
August 2-4
August 17
August 17-18
August 18
August 25

Central States VHF Society Conference, Elk Grove Village, Illinois
ARRL Oklahoma State Convention, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
ARRL Texas State Convention, Austin, Texas
Pacific Northwest DX Convention, Spokane Valley, Washington
ARRL West Virginia State Convention, Weston, West Virginia
ARRL Alabama State Convention, Huntsville, Alabama
ARRL Kansas State Convention, Salina, Kansas
ARRL Western Pennsylvania Section Convention, New Kensington, Pennsylvania

International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend only 6 weeks away
The biggest and arguably the world's first fun-filled event for portable amateur radio stations is the International
Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend in August.
It is still going very strongly and now in its 16th year of attracting lots of activations around the globe.
The ILLW has been joined by weekends for other structures. Now is there'sone for historic bridges. We wish
them all well. However, the founding International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend is set for another good
year with registrations flowing in steadily at over 300 from more than 30 countries.
It continues to promote public awareness of the old marine navigation and the need for preservation and
restoration, promotes amateur radio and fosters international goodwill. For more details on the International
Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend on August 17 & 18 visit the website www.illw.net

Railroad Depots on the air??
73 from Dave W0DLR dlrust@wildblue.net
I am trying to determine if there are enough Ham Radio Operators/Railroad fans to have an event this fall and
put existing Railroad Depots, train station, switching towers, engine static displays, etc on the air for a Special
Event Weekend.
I'm open for suggestions, if we can do it with light houses, surely we can do it with railroad memorabilia. Let me
know your ideas, and let's see what we can do. I have access to two beautiful old Mo Pacific Stations, one in
Hollister, Mo and the other in Branson, Mo., which is used daily by the Branson Scenic Railways.

Police: amateur radios legal to operate while driving
By Kristen Conner (from eham)
BECKLEY, W. Va (WVVA)-- As WVVA previously reported, in West Virginia it is no longer legal to text and
drive. The new distracted driving law took effect July 1st.
But amateur radios, or ham radios, are still allowed behind the wheel according to the new law. Although the
operator must have a legal permit from the FCC, portable radios are not considered distracted driving by law.
Amateur radio operators we spoke with tell us they're safer than using a cell phone while driving because
portable radios are push-to-talk.
Ed McKinney, a ham radio enthusiast and member of the Black Diamond Amateur Radio Club, said, "With a 2way radio... you can just pick up the mic, not take your eyes off the road, and...key up and you can make
contact." Emergency officials like police and EMS are also allowed to use radios while driving.

Solar Update ARLP027
From Tad Cook, K7RA Seattle, WA July 5, 2013
This week solar activity fell and then rose again, with average daily sunspot numbers down 23.6 points to 86.1.
Average daily solar flux fell from 122 to 107.2. The solar flux on Thursday, July 4 rose to 137.7, the highest
since May 16, fifty days earlier.
There was an active geomagnetic day on Saturday, June 29 when planetary A index was 51, high latitude
college A index was 73, and mid-latitude A index was 40.
The high geomagnetic activity actually occurred on Friday night on the West Coast, with a planetary A index of
6 at 0300 UTC (Saturday UTC time) and 7 at 0600 UTC. My friend Diana Sorus has been asking me when to
go out to see aurora, and I've told her to go to a dark place and look north when the K index is high.
At the beginning of the new month, it is now time to look at our 3-month moving average of daily sunspot
numbers. The average for the three months centered on May, 2013 (April 1 through June 30) was 106.4, the
same as the 3 month average centered on April, 2013 (March 1 through May 31). Actually the two averages
were not exactly the same, with the latest 3 months lower by .028. The early period had a sum of 9,792 divided
by 92 days, and the latest total was 9,683 divided by 91 days. The daily sunspot number average for June was
just 80.2, a drop from 125.6 in May. The progression of our moving 3 month average for the past year,
centered on June 2012 through May 2013 was 96.5, 91.9, 89.9, 81.2, 82.3, 74.4, 82.8, 73.6, 80.7, 85.2, 106.4
and 106.4.
Some radio amateurs have said that perhaps this will be a double-peak solar cycle, like the last one. We don't
know what the rest of the year will bring, but the most recent NASA prediction said the peak of the current cycle
would likely be in the summer of 2013, which is now. Remember that exciting period of relatively high activity (at
least for this weak solar cycle) in fall 2011? Our 3-month moving averaged peaked in October and November
2011, at 118.8 and 118.6. Now we get two months in a row with 3-month averages higher than any period since
the end of 2011, at 106.4 and 106.4. I hope this isn't as high as it goes.
As we've noted during peaks of the previous solar cycles 22 and 23, because the determination of the peak is
actually seen using a 12-month moving average, we don't really know when the peak was until well afterward,
perhaps a couple of years out. The long moving average is used to determine the official peak because there is
so much day-to-day and month to month variation in sunspot numbers.
For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service at
http://arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals. For an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin, see
http://arrl.org/the-sun-the-earth-the-ionosphere. More good information and tutorials on propagation are at http://
k9la.us/.

AMSAT Hopes to Revive Field Organization
AMSAT's new Director of Field Operations Patrick Stoddard, WD9EWK, of Scottsdale, Arizona, is hoping to
return AMSAT's Field Organization to a place of prominence within the satellite organization.
"I look forward to reviving the Field Organization and re-establishing a line of communication with those who
want to represent AMSAT at the local level," Stoddard said upon his appointment. "I will be reaching out to
those that have assisted us in the past to ascertain their current level of interest in helping AMSAT as well as
encouraging others to join our team."
Stoddard will work closely with AMSAT President Barry Baines, WD4ASW, as he begins the process of
breathing new life into the Field Operations organization. As director of field operations, he will be
responsible for managing AMSAT's corps of area coordinators, who represent AMSAT locally. Area
coordinators serve as the "Ambassadors of AMSAT." This may include staffing AMSAT booths at hamfests,
giving local/regional club presentations on AMSAT and satellite operations and serving as Elmers to those
seeking information about operating through satellites.
At one time more than 100 AMSAT members were on the list of area coordinators in the US and Canada.-AMSAT News Service

Nobel Laureate Featured at W9DXCC Convention and Banquet
Nobel laureate and WSJT developer Joe Taylor, K1JT, will be the banquet speaker at the 61st annual
W9DXCC Convention and Banquet, Saturday, September 21, at the Holiday Inn, Elk Grove Village, Illinois,
sponsored by the Northern Illinois DX Association.
Among the presentations, Eric Hall, K9GY, will speak on his T6MO Afghanistan operations; Carl
Luetzelschwab, K9LA, will discuss Cycle 24 propagation; Jerry Rosalius, WB9Z, and Craig Thompson, K9CT,
will offer a preview of the Amsterdam Island FT5ZM DXpedition, and Mike McGirr, K9AJ, will report on the
H44AJ DXpedition to Sikaiana Atoll in the Solomon Islands.
An ARRL forum will feature Central Division Director Dick Isely, W9GIG, Vice Director Kermit Carlson, W9XA,
and ARRL DX Advisory Committee member Jim O'Connell, W9WU.
For more information, contact Kermit Carlson, W9XA. The W9DXCC DX University Program will take place
Friday, September 20, 9 AM to 5 PM. The program, "DXing from the Black Hole 2," is intended for new and
seasoned DXers alike. For DX University information, contact Jack Hudson, W9MU. Hospitality suites will be
open Friday and Saturday nights.

Flying With Spare Rechargeable Batteries May Require Preparation
FAA regulations let you travel with dry cells in either your carry-on or checked baggage, but prohibit loose
lithium batteries in checked baggage. But what about rechargeables in carry-on luggage? Stu Martin, K2QDE,
reports that he ran into a small hitch when attempting to carry his spare hand-held transceiver battery in his
carry-on bag. A notice within his boarding pass declared: "Lithium Batteries: Carriage of spare lithium batteries
is not permitted in checked baggage. If you put a portable electronic device in checked baggage, you may still
do so with the batteries installed in the device. Spare lithium batteries in carry-on luggage must have the
terminals insulated and must be placed inside a protective case or plastic bag." Martin taped the battery's
terminals and stowed it in a bag.
The FAA rules apply to "consumer-sized lithium ion batteries," including "larger, extended-life laptop batteries."
The FAA adds this caveat, however: "Even if an item is generally permitted, it may be subject to additional
screening or not allowed through the checkpoint if it triggers an alarm during the screening process, appears to
have been tampered with, or poses other security concerns. The final decision rests with TSA on whether to
allow any items on the plane." More information is available on the FAA Web site.

ARLB016 ARRL Urges Denial of Petition to Permit Encryption
of Some Emergency Communications
From ARRL Headquarters Newington CT July 9, 2013
The ARRL is calling on the FCC to deny a Petition for Rule Making (RM-11699) seeking to permit the
encryption of certain amateur communications during emergency operations or related training exercises. Don
Rolph, AB1PH, of E Walpole, Massachusetts, petitioned the Commission in March to suggest an additional
exception to Â§97.113, which currently prohibits "messages encoded for the purpose of obscuring their
meaning."
"While Mr Rolph has concisely stated his argument, it is ARRL's considered view that there is no factual or legal
basis for the assumption that encryption of transmissions...is necessary in order to continue and enhance the
utility of Amateur Radio emergency and disaster relief communications," the League said in its comments, filed
today with the FCC. The ARRL also turned away Rolph's assertion that the current prohibition in Â§97.113 "has
impacted the relationship of Amateur Radio volunteers and served agencies and significantly limited the
effectiveness of amateurs in supporting emergency communications." The League said it's unaware of any
evidence that served agencies have been reluctant to utilize Amateur Radio as part of their emergency or
disaster relief communications plans because of the encryption restrictions in Part 97. The Amateur Service rule
is based on a similar prohibition in international telecommunication law, the ARRL noted.
The League characterized as "erroneous" and "unfounded" Rolph's assumption that encryption of certain
information may be required under the provisions of HIPAA - the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act. "This mistaken assumption leads to the conclusion that the inability of Amateur Radio operators to encrypt
the content of their transmissions in order to obscure the meaning of the transmissions renders Amateur Radio
less (and decreasingly) useful to served agencies than it would be if encryption of those transmissions was
permitted," the ARRL said. The League also said it was unaware of any instance in which state statutes have
been cited by any served agency or group as a reason not to employ Amateur Radio for emergency
communication.
Radio amateurs, the ARRL countered, are not "covered entities" under HIPAA, which applies only to health care
providers, health plans and health care clearinghouses. And, the League added, there is no expectation of
privacy in Amateur Radio communications.
The ARRL said it's not possible to determine the validity of the claim "that health care agencies subject to
HIPAA are or might be unwilling or reluctant to utilize Amateur Radio in emergency communications and
disaster relief planning" because of any lack of privacy inherent in Amateur Radio. "Permitting encryption might
remedy the concern as a practical matter, if the concern exists," the League continued, but "the complete dearth
of even anecdotal evidence of the existence of that concern" makes it impossible to justify the proposed rule
change on that basis.
"It is extremely important to insure that Amateur Radio remains useful to served disaster relief and emergency
communications agencies, which include health care facilities," the League stressed. "It is just as important to
insure that regulatory impediments to that volunteer work be minimized to the extent consistent with the nature
of the Amateur Radio Service." Amateur Radio's utility to served agencies in supporting emergency
communication, the ARRL continued, "is high indeed, and is at the present time unfettered by the inability to
encrypt transmissions."
However, the ARRL said that should it become necessary in the future for radio amateurs to protect the privacy
of individuals whose medical data may be transmitted by Amateur Radio during or after an emergency or
disaster, "the Commission may be asked to revisit this matter."
"It is urgent that Amateur Radio continue to be an essential component of disaster and emergency
communications planning," and that served agencies, including medical facilities, perceive the utility of Amateur
Radio as unhindered by regulations that prohibit encryption, the League emphasized.
More than 200 comments were filed on RM-11699, most of them tending to support the ARRL's arguments.
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Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership

$

20.00

____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$

20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

