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Tri-Town General Meetings
Meeting and Program Information
Friday, March 15, 2013, 8 PM Hazel Crest Village Hall
March meeting will be on Friday, March 15, 2013, 8 PM, at the Hazel Crest Village Hall. Business Meeting will
be followed by a presentation by Steve Peters, W9KXT on Hams Who Fly Jets

Friday, April 19, 2013, 8 PM at the Hazel Crest Village Hall
April meeting will be on Friday, April 19, 2013, 8 PM at the Hazel Crest Village Hall. A program to be announced
will follow the business meeting.

Officers for 2013:
Standing Left to Right: Jim Everand WD9GXU, Brian Bedoe WD9HSY, Trica Jaggard N9WDG,
Bruce Haffner WD9GHK, Matt Schumann N9OTL, Todd Schumann KA9IUC
Seated:
Scott Heath KC9TGG

Officers, Board Members, & Committee Heads for 2013:
Scott Heath, KC9TGG
Matt Schumann N9OTL
Jim Everand WD9GXU
Trish Jaggard N9WDG
Todd Schumann KA9IUC
Tom Gunderson W9SRV
Bruce Haffner WD9GHK
Brian J. Bedoe WD9HSY

President
VP, Chair. of Board
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Webmaster, W9VT
W9VT Trustee, Dir
Repeater Trustee,
Oscillator Editor, Dir.

708.481-4882
708.423.7066
708.748.6798
708.957.1973
708.423.7066
815.466-0245
708.614.6134
815.469.1383

whammybar1@wowway.com
mattschumann@yahoo.com
None @ No I’ dont have one
the_jaggards@sbcglobal.net
tschum3063@aol.com
webmaster@w9vt.org
WD9GHK@comcast.net
Bbedoe@aol.com

Members of the Tri-Town Radio Club Inc. publish the Oscillator 6 times a year. Opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Officers or members of the Tri-Town RAC, but of the contributors. All articles may be
reprinted as long as full credit is given. Other publications are asked to reciprocate their newsletter. Some
Articles printed here are from AMSAT, ARRL Letter, TAPR, World Radio, QRZ.COM and Other Amateur Radio
Publications.

Club Meetings & Nets
Club meetings are the 3rd Friday of each month at the Village of Hazel Crest Village Hall, 170th and Holmes.
All are welcome and refreshments will serve. Don’t forget to bring a Friend.

Official Club 2 Mtr hangouts:
146.49 Simplex, & The Club’s Repeater 146.805 WD9HSY/R

Unofficial Club Hang Outs:
442.375 Homewood, 441.300 Grant Park WA9WLN/R, “Waldofar”
443.325 Frankfort WD9HSY/R & 147.165 Kankakee Co. WD9HSY/R
All UHF’s use a 114.8 PL All VHF’s use a 107.2 PL

Club Nets
2 Mtr FM 49’ers Net
10 Mtr SSB Net
2 Mtr FM Weather Net
Tri-Town Alumni Net

Wed, 8:00 PM Local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Thursdays, 8:00 PM Local, 28.490.
Sundays, 8:00 PM local, on The Club’s Repeater 146.805 -600kc 107.2 PL
Monday through Friday, 2200 UTC on 7.285 MHz SSB

Hamfest in the Area
FRI & SAT --- APRIL 5 & 6 --- AES SUPERFEST 2013
Amateur Electronic Supply Website: http://www.aesham.com
SAT APRIL 13 Madison Hamfest Stoughton, WI Sponsor: Madison Area Repeater Association
Website: http://www.qsl.net/mara/swapfest.html
SUNDAY 05/05/13 DEKALB HAMFEST SANDWICH, IL FAIR GROUNDS
WWW.KARC-CLUB.ORG TALK IN --- 146.730 PL100
May 17-19 Dayton Hamvention Dayton Ohio

Net Control Operators Needed
Not too long ago, Tri-Town had four weekly nets and a Monday through Friday net. The 40M and 10M Nets
went QRT due to band conditions, lack of net control operators and lack of interest. The Cracker Barrel Net met
the same fate but there is usually some activity on 146.49 throughout the day. That leaves the Sunday Night
Weather Net and the Wednesday Night 49er Net. While the number of check ins to both nets has dwindled,
they remain important for the passing of Club information, Ham Radio news programs, and traffic. The Club is in
need of control operators for these two remaining nets. While each net has its own format, the control operator
does have flexibility as to how the net will be conducted. The 49er Net was moved to the Club repeater so that
more hams could participate but that has not become a reality. It would be great if the Club had eight control
operators, the workload would be once a month. As it is with two, the workload gets to be a bit too much. Can
you help? Please see any Club officer if you can.

We Are Still Taking Dues
To all of you that have paid your 2013 dues, the Club thanks you. If you have not renewed please let this be a
reminder to do so as soon as possible. Of course, we always welcome new members. Club dues are used to
cover the cost of insurance and operating the repeater. Money taken in from the raffles, refreshments, picnic
and Christmas party pays most of those expenses. Thank you for your continued support of the Club.

Help Keep the Club Roster Up to Date
Please inform the Club whenever you have a change of Call sign, address, phone number or email address.
Several times in the past year we have had a break down in communications due to not have up to date
information.

Tri-Town's Other Net
The Tri-Town Alumni Net has been in operation for many years and has not had the promotion it deserves. The
net's control operator is Bud Small N9ML of Walkerton, Indiana. It meets Monday through Friday at 2200 UTC
on 7.285 MHz SSB. Bud takes checkins and then he goes through the checkin list two or three times for
comments or for what ever is on your mind. In truth, very few of the checkins are from the Club but Bud has
attracted a following from around the country. Why not check in and check it out?

Boy Scouts of America Again Recognize Amateur Radio
Last year the Boy Scouts approved a uniform patch to denote the wearer as fluent in the Morse Code language.
This year the National Radio Scouting Committee announced that the BSA Awards and Insignia Committee has
approved the Amateur Radio Operator Rating Strip for wear on youth and adult uniforms. This rating strip
recognizes the members availability as an amateur radio operator for communication services for events and
activities as well as emergencies. All registered youth members and adult leaders who hold a valid amateur
radio license of ant class, issued by the FCC are eligible to wear the rating strip.

Wednesday Night 49er Net Number 2000 is Fast Approaching
With two people counting on their fingers and toes and the use of a computer program, Net number 2000
should be taking place on May 15, 2013. That is 38 plus years of nets. I hope that the date has been calculated
with accuracy. It was based on published dates and net numbers. I would like to compile a list of all net control
operators. So far I have Ben Butkus WA9RFO (the first), Mike Lowden N9CRA, Jerry Bette N9BMT, Clark
Lemke W9BQL, Jay Jenkins AA9KH, Peter Schaper KE9YX, Bruce Haffner WD9GHK and Todd Schumann
KA9IUC. Are there more? If you have any information on the 49er Net, dates (start?), control operator's names,
or anything, please send it to me, Todd at tschum3063@aol.com. Thank you.

FCC Issues $10,000 Fine to Missouri Man for Unlicensed Operation
On February 25, the FCC issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) in the amount of $10,000 to
Jared A. Bruegman, ex-KC0IQN, of Bolivar, Missouri. The FCC said that Bruegman "apparently and willfully
violated Section 301 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by operating an unlicensed radio
transmitter on the frequency 14.312 MHz in Bolivar, Missouri." Bruegman -- who does not currently hold an
Amateur Radio license -- was operating in the phone portion of the 20 meter band that is assigned to the
Amateur Radio Service on a primary basis; his Amateur Radio license expired in 2010. As a former Technician
class licensee, he did not have privileges to operate in that portion of the 20 meter band when he held an
Amateur Radio license.
In December 2012, the FCC's office in Kansas City received a complaint from an Amateur Radio operator,
reporting interference on 14.312 MHz. Upon investigation, agents from that office heard a male voice
transmitting on the frequency 14.312 MHz. Using direction finding equipment, the agents located the source of
the radio frequency transmissions to a transmitting antenna mounted on a pole next to Bruegman's residence.
The agents determined that the signals on 14.312 MHz exceeded the limits for operation under Part 15 of the
Commission's rules and therefore a license was required to transmit. The agents further discovered that
Bruegman did not hold a license to operate a radio transmitter on 14.312 MHz at or near that location.
The agents determined that the source of the transmissions was coming from an unlicensed radio transmitter
from a bedroom in Bruegman's residence. "Mr Bruegman was the only person present in the bedroom and the
only male in the residence during the inspection," the NAL stated. "Mr Bruegman admitted to the agents that he
owned the radio transmitter. The agents observed that the transmitter was turned on and tuned to 14.311 MHz.
Mr Bruegman told the agents that he had no current Commission licenses, but that he previously held an Amateur Radio license, call sign KC0IQN. Mr Bruegman told the agents he would remove the microphone from his
transmitter and only use it as a receiver."
Bruegman has until March 27, 2013 to pay the forfeiture in full, or file a written statement seeking its reduction
or cancellation.

Solar Update
Tad Cook, K7RA, reports: This past week, we saw a decline in the solar and geomagnetic indices: The average
daily sunspot number dropped nearly 21 points to 57.7, while the average daily solar flux softened by 4.7 points
to 100.9 and the average daily planetary A index declined 6.4 points to 5.1. This isn't much of a change, but
geomagnetic activity was low already, and this is even lower. The predicted solar flux for the near term is 105
on February 28, 110 on March 1-3, 105 on March 4-6, 100 on March 7, 95 on March 8-14, 100 on March 15-16,
105 on March 17, and rising to 110 on March 18-20. The solar flux then reaches a peak of 120 on March 25-27,
and on March 28-April 6, it looks like it will hover around 113. The predicted planetary A index is 5, 12 and 8 on
February 28-March 2, 5 on March 3-4, 8 on March 5, 7 on March 6-7, 5 on March 8-10, 7 on March 11-12, and
back down to 5 on March 13-20. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical
Information Service Propagation page.

Hammond Manufacturing to Take Over Dahl Transformer Line
Hammond Manufacturing of Cheektowaga, New York, has announced that it wil l take over the Peter W. Dahl
line of transformers from Harbach Electronics. Upon his retirement in 2007, Peter Dahl, K0BIT (SK), sold his
company to Harbach Electronics, but earlier this month, that company announced that it would no longer
support Dahl products and was in negotiations with other manufacturers to take over the Dahl product line of
transformers and magnetics. According to both Harbach Electronics and Hammond Manufacturing, finalization
of the acquisition and transfer of assets will take place over the next few weeks, with the transfer to be
completed by March 31, 2013.

This Week in Radiosport
March 9 -AGCW QRP Contest
March 9-10 - Idaho QSO Party; RSGB Commonwealth Contest;
AWA John Rollins Memorial DX Contest
EA PSK63 Contest
March 10 -- North American Sprint (RTTY)
March 10-11 - Wisconsin QSO Party
March 13 -- NAQCC-EU Monthly Sprint
March 13-14 - CWops Mini-CWT Test
Upcoming ARRL Conventions and Events

March 8-9 --

ARRL Oklahoma Section Convention, Claremore, Oklahoma;
ARRL Louisiana Section Convention, Rayne, Louisiana
March 16 -- ARRL Nebraska State Convention, Lincoln, Nebraska;
ARRL West Texas State Convention, Midland, Texas
March 23 -- ARRL South Texas State Convention, Rosenberg, Texas
March 29-30 - ARRL Maine State Convention, Lewiston, Maine
March 30 -- ARRL North Carolina State Convention, Raleigh, North Carolina
April 13-14 -April 19-20 -April 19-21 -April 20 -April 26-28 --

Communications Academy, Seattle, Washington
Southeastern VHF Society Conference, Cocoa Beach, Florida
International DX Convention, Visalia, California
ARRL Louisiana State Convention, Monroe, Louisiana
ARRL Idaho State Convention, Boise, Idaho

May 4 -ARRL South Carolina Section Convention, Spartanburg, South Carolina
May 17-19 -- Dayton Hamvention, Trotwood, Ohio

Repeaterbook.com app Hits iPhone and Android
Powered by the popular community database of RepeaterBook.com and software of ZBM2.com Repeaterbook
enables you to easily find repeaters across the USA and Canada, for free and without a network connection.
• No network connection required.
• Use network, GPS or a grid square to find Repeaters.
• Displays your grid.
• Comprehensive selection and sorting options.
• Displays distance, heading and full repeater details.
• Fast and flexible, designed to help you use the repeater network.
• Easily submit updates from within the app.
For our friends outside North America we have our popular Repeater Locator app.
Itunes app is here
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/repe...606820166?mt=8
Android is here
https://play.google.com/store/apps/d..._result#?t=W10

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Space Station looses communications with Houston
From JP, K8AG
Seems that the International Space Station has lost communications due to a software error.
http://washington.cbslocal.com/2013/...but-no-danger/
"NASA says the International Space Station has lost contact with NASA controllers in Houston." Byerly said the
problem should be fixed today. Until then, astronauts can talk with Moscow control for a few minutes every 90
minutes."
…….. Wonder if they have good old fashion CW available.

Special Events Station K5B - 24th Annual Bataan Memorial
Death March Marathon
From Fred, WB4AEJ
The Mesilla Valley Radio Club (MVRC) will again be operating Special Events Station K5B for the Annual
Bataan Memorial Death March Marathon on March 17th, 2013 at the MVRC club house.
The URL for the event is http://www.bataanmarch.com and the URL for K5B is http://www.n5bl.org/bataan .
Please be sure to give us a call and send your QSL and SASE and request this year's QSL card. The
instructions to request this year's K5B card are on the K5B page shown above.

Webinar - The 1st Top Band DX Contest - 1921 Transatlantic Test
From Ken K4ZW
The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation (WWROF) is pleased to announce the following Webinar:
Title: The First Topband DX Contest - The 1921 Transatlantic Test presented by Frank Donovan W3LPL
Date: March 18
Time: 9 PM EDT (19-Mar-2013 0100 – 0200 UTC)
Registration (free): https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/949979170
You can also access the link at http://wwrof.org/webinars/
Frank Donovan, W3LPL, provides an entertaining and informative look at the very first Transatlantic contest
held in 1921 including the transmitters, receivers, antennas, and effort employed to eventually achieve success.
Even if you are not a contester, this is a great look at the early days of radio.

Field Day 2013
Mark your calendars. Field Day 2013 will take place on June 22 and 23, 2013. Field Day is always the fourth
weekend in June not the last weekend. June has five weekends this year. Start planning now for your
participation. There are jobs for everyone to do, setup, operating, logging, food and refreshments. Other items
include media publicity, satellite QSOs, copying the W1AW bulletin, conduct and educational activity, GOTA
station operation and youth participation.

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

DRIVING THE DIXIE-SAVE THE DATE
From Martin WD9JGG
Tri-Town is looking forward to participating in the 2013 event scheduled for Saturday, June 15-the Saturday
before Father’s Day.
This will be the 12th year for this annual event and the eighth year for participation by Tri-Town. The 2013 event
is expected to operate much like it has in recent years. The fleet of some 125-150 classic cars will stop for
various lengths of time in locations that change each year in the twelve participating communities along Dixie
Highway between Blue Island and Momence. Tri-Town tries to put a radio equipped member in as many
communities as possible during a plus or minus two hour window.
Martin (WD9JGG) and Trish ( N9WDG) have been attending the 2013 planning meetings as the liaison players
between Tri-Town and the other event organizers.
Participating in prior events as proved to be a fun and rewarding experience for Tri-Town operators. So save
the date and if possible give Martin a call (708-957-9654) noting your interest in volunteering for the 2013 event.

Folks on Spokes Easter Ride – May 1st
From Bruce WD9GHK
Save the Date!! Folks on Spokes Easter Ride is May 1st from the Park Forest Village Hall. More News to
Follow!!

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

SS Badger, Ham Cruse Sept 14-15 W8S Special Event Call Sign!
If you are interested in going on this event YOU must make your own reservations at the web site of via the
phone number given in the footers.
Antenna Farm: From the roof of the pilot house and the fore mast, to either side of the stack, to the aft mast and
down to the safety railing, estimated length over 325 feet or more.
The ham stations can be located on the main deck AFT in either the Aft-End Lounge or the window sides of the
TV Lounge areas. Or they can be located on the upper deck AFT in the ‘Cabana Room’. Both of these areas
have screen windows, that can be readily opened to allow easy passage for the feed line to the antenna farm
just above.
I will in April start collecting an equipment list from all, so we can have many stations on the air as possible.
Send any suggestions to either of the e-mail addresses ere: bill-pete@juno.com OR
ssbadger2013@hotmail.com Pete

To make your direct reservations Call 1-800-841-4243
Questions, Bill Peterson 708-532-0131

www.ssbadger.com

The S.S. Badger’s sailing season is starting about two full weeks earlier than last year, May 17 th. The Badger
will again be transporting over-dimensional size loads of wind generator tower sections that were manufactured
in Manitowoc Wi. by Broadwind Energy. The tower sections are about 250 feet in length, while each of the
three propeller blades is about 170 feet in length. These wind machines are deployed in various wind farms
around the state of Michigan. There are nine special transport vehicles needed to move one complete tower
assembly.
It takes about four hours for the S.S. Badger to cross Lake Michigan from either Manitowoc or Ludington. There
are NO Stop Lights or intersections to worry about.
In 2012, the Badger transported over 80 wind tower sections during a two week period. This resulted in and
estimated savings of: 6000 gallons of diesel fuel. Plus these convoys did NOT cause any traffic concerns in
any cities they would have had to pass through. It is estimated that the Badger save over 24 hours of driving
time per tower assembly moved, via water as to the roads.

The Steam Ship Badger under way.
Speed:
Length:
Width or Beam:
Depth or Draft:
Over all height:
Capacity:
Propellers:
Propulsion:
Engines:
Boilers:

18 MPH or 15.6 Knots average speed
410 feet 6 inches
59 feet 6 inches
24 feet
106 feet 9 inches
620 passengers, 180 automobiles
Two cast steel, 4 bladed, 13’10” in diameter, weighing in at 13,800 pounds each
Steam, coal fired
Two 3500 horse power, four cylinder Steeple compound Skinner Una-flow @ 100 rpm
Four Foster Wheel type D stoker coal burning

During the Steam Ship Badger’s 60th anniversary year!

Saturday & Sunday, September 14-15, 2013
Special Ham Cruise Rate of $173.95!
Departing Manitowoc, Wisconsin: Saturday September 14, 2013 14:00 (2:00PM CDT)
There is plenty of FREE parking in a well-lighted and guarded lot.
Boarding~12:30 to 14:00 CDT (2:00 PM CDT)
We will have supervised access to non-passenger areas to string-up antennas while at the dock and underway.
We can operate all bands and all modes from our floating ham stations. Antennas can be: long-wires up to 300
ft; with numerous all band dipoles above aft deck in open – non public areas. Beams for 20 ~ 2 meters with
rotators and masts that are securely mounted to the safety railings on the aft upper deck. Thus all antennas and
equipment will be properly grounded to the ship’s hull.
There are numerous 3 pronged AC outlets around the outer walls of the TV Lounge and the Aft End Lounge
with tables and chairs. Each of these areas have screened windows that can be opened easily to extend our
ham radio cables through easily, for access to the antenna farm just above.
If you desire a mid-afternoon snack while crossing, stop by the Badger Grill for food and refreshments.
Arrival Ludington, Michigan, Saturday September 14, 2013 ~19:00 (7:00 PM EDT)

Leave all antennas and equipment intact. It is about a half mile walk to several restaurants for dinner. Return to
vessel and continue operating or retire to your state room when you desire, after many hours of hamming.
Departing Ludington, Michigan, Sunday September 15, 2013 09:00 (9:00 AM EDT)

Arise at your convenience. The breakfast buffet begins at 0730 EDT
Operate until an hour before the Manitowoc Break Wall. Then disassemble the antenna farm and repack all
equipment for disembarking about 1200 CDT, in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.
This deal includes your stateroom fee for the nights’ lodging with a breakfast buffet plus your round trip vessel
fee. It does NOT include your refreshments, snacks or dinner fees. (On or off the vessel).

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Inc.
PO Box 1296
Homewood, IL 60430-0296

March 2013

First Class Mail

Check out the Club Website: WWW.W9VT.ORG

Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club Membership Application
Name ______________________________________ Call _____________________
Address ______________________ License Class ___________ ARRL Member Y / N
City, State _____________________ Zip _____________ Phone _______________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
____ Regular Membership

$

20.00

____ SWL Membership
____ Extra Family Membership
____ Bunker Buddie

$
$
$

20.00
6.00
5.00

____ Auto Patch w/1 Speed Slot
____ Extra Speed Slots

$
$

25.00
5.00
$ _______ Total Paid by Club Member

For Example: Regular Member, with A/P and Bunker Buddy (20+25+5) = $ 50.00

We need your Membership!
Membership supports the Club Station, The Club Repeater, The Website,
The Oscillator, and many Club Activities!

